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er; they cherished a sentiment of deep rational piety, principles of strict personal morality, and a remarkably high standard of public virtue. They knew nothing of theological subtleties or critical refinements. Here and there a preacher laid vehement stress on points of controversial theology ; now and then a congregation was asked to listen more often than was necessary to prosaic homilies on texts of Scripture, or to discourses 011 personal morals ; but in the main the style of pulpit administration was devout and spiritual. "Sensational" sermons were not in vogue; a quiet, even strain of public speech, manly and elevating, prevailed. The " water of life," if cold, was pure ; if not sparkling, it was fresh. There was no fanaticism, little enthusiasm ; but of superstition there was absolutely none. Both ministers and people were persuaded that they could give a reason for the faith that was in them and out of them. Rational they may have been, to a fault. They had lost the sense of mystery ; they put thought before feeling ; substituted sight for insight; set knowledge in advance of faith. But they were high-minded, full of fear toward God and of love toward the Saviour. They read their Bibles with reverence, said their prayers morning- and evening, and kept holv the Lord's Dav.                     G.  B-
